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xt from the Unprecedented 
Hardſhips, puf upon them by the 


Pꝛesbyteris | 
the Revolation. And, 


| Compared with the Behaviour of this and o- 


ther Nations, towards Clergymen, when 


great Revolutions happened in them. 


With an earneſt Addreſs to all the true Sons 9 


of the Church of England, to. look into theſe 
. before it be too late. 
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Moſt Revd: Father in God, 
Ee 


Archb? of Canterbury. 


_ May? it pleaſe your GRACE, 


WHERE is not any thing W 
de Enemies of the Church of 
England have been more ſuc- 
ce ful, than in their endeavours 
to lacken the Clergy of her Communion; on 
the other ſide the I weed, and thereby deftroy 
that mutual confidence | which ought to be a» 
gan ſuch as are 0 the Jon Houſhold of 

aich. 
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The following Sheets, when read 
with your uſual care, will, I hope, convince 
your Grace, that they deſerve better uſage. 
For 1 dare ſay to you, who cannot be 
miſled, that no Hiſtory can give an Ac- 
count, that ever the Clergy, who had once the 
legal Eſtablſhmin, ſuffered greater Hard- 
ſhips, under Proteſtant Princes of their 
own Communion, deſerved them leſs, or bore 
them with more promitive. Patience, or greater 
Inte egrity. 

heir peareable Behaviour for FR ſpace 
of near thirty Nears, under a Government 
that has put them under all the Temptations 
of Poverty and Want to diſturb it, will, con- 
vince all well-meaning Men, that their Prac- 
tice, and their Principles, are intireh of | J 

a' peice, both Peaceable; they medle not 'h 
from their Pulpits with Crowns, Scepters, > 
nor Governments ; their Work i is to perſwade 
their Hearers to. ſuch a Life as the Goſpel 
Fequires, | | 

Tyne it in, that ſome of n 0 late; 
either by the misforthne of their Situation, 


or, gut under the terrours s of an Armed Poite; 
WA and 


— nee e 


ö 


and ſome, REAL 4 miſtakes Views e 

bettering their Condition (which- for manp 
Tears before had been very hard) have *done 
anwarrantable Things, J leave ſuch to thes 
Mercy and Compaſſion of the Government; 
but J hope the Errors of a few, will he {6 
far. from being laid to the chargs. of the 
whole, that it mill rather gain, —— 10 
Haute as have. been quiet, and have woe ediags 


\\ 
TIS | 
1 


- May i it 1 Ga aol | 
To ſuccour the diſtreſſed, is one _ £ 


[if and brighteſt, marks of greatneſs, and 


has been very conſpicious in all the parts of 
your Life. The high Station to which 
your great worth and ſervices to the Church 
have raiſed you, will on y ſerve to give you 
an opportunity, to do that, to which you have 
ever had an Inclination. * wherein can a 


Prelate of ſuch Eminence, diſtinguiſh him= 


| /elf more, than by his OLDS to deliver a 


great-number of unfortunate Clergy-Men from 
Poverty and Want, the great Oppreſſors of 
humane Nature? There was no Name 
dearer to the Roman People, than bis, 
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DepicaTION. 
who firſt preferred the Law in favour of thoſe 


qui majore vi fortunis evertebantur. 
My earneſt deſire to have this ſmall Work 


read, has made me venture to Inſcribe it to your 


Grace; and if by dving it without your Ale 
lowance, it ſhould diſoblige, as I hope it ſhall 
not, 1 have this Advantage, that 1 ſhall care- 


full conceal the Tranſgreſſour, I wiſh 1 


could the defects of my Stile, which falls much 
ſhort of the Beauties and Strength of an 


Engliſh Pen. I am, with great abi on, 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 
Dur Grace's moſt bumble, 


And moſt obedient Servant. 
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7 < LL _ Epiſcopal Clare g) in be 


. by lawleſs Force and Tumult. 

N 4 great Majority of the Nation, at 
1 - that time, apo»: the ſide of Fpiſ- 
_ copacy. 


How it came about that, notwithſtanding this Ma- 


Jority, Epiſcopacy was overthrown. 


Great Oppoſition made to the ſetiling the Presby- 


terian Government. 


The Churches of the Epiſcopal Clergy declared 


Vacant, from the time that the Mob turned 
them ans | 


Dale Hamilton's Speech againſt the mavife . 


Haraſbip of ſuch Proceed! 


How inconſiſtent this was 5 5 one of the main 


ends of the Revolution. 

The whole Order of Biſhops, and « third part -4 
the Inferioar Clergy turned out, without t 
offer of any Terms, whereby they conld keep 

poſſeſſion of their * and Livings. 
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| Weſtern Counties, torun d out 
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The CONTENTS. 


The unprecedented hardſh1p of this. 

T he. prafice- "of this, and other Nations, when 
"great: Revplutions hapned. in them; their ten. 
- deymeſs to ſuch Clerg men As 5 not come 

in to the unexpected Changes that fell out ; and 
how they provided them of means whereby they 
could ſubſijt. 


Inſtances of this in Germany, England, and 


Scotland. 
copal 


King William's, . hs "way Aa EN 
. 


Coors and Lai 47. 

The-intufficieſiey ) of the- Ri ſons red I, 1 
Presbyterian Party, to 7410 their Barbari- 

Y tothe Epiſcopal Clerg ). 


No Benefit. g got by the Act 54 ing the Presby- 


terian. Judicatories to reteive the Epiſcopal 
Clergy among them. 


The Epiſcopal Clergy who bad "Zong offered them, | 


had not tweniy four Hours: allowed them to con. 
ſiaer of them. 

The hardſhip of giving the Glow 7 7 little time 
10 conſider of ſuch weighty Points, as the 
tranſferring their Allegiance, and contradifting 
an Oath ſo lately taken by thens, ö | 

The. rig orous 'raſecution before the Council, a- 
gainſl ſuch who we not Wd within the * 
oy 4 ime. 

7 he Council, at 74%, pat 4 ſtop to any wore e Pro- 
ſecutions of this nature. 

The proceedings of the. Presbyterian K 11 Judi. 

calories againſt them, and their manner of pro- 
cedure, viz. No Epiſcopal Mini ſter muſt 
know his Accuſer ; it was weer to name the 
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The CONTENTS. 
Offonce, without taking notice of Time or Place; 
an Epiſcpal Miziſter might be libelled upon 
common Fame, | 
The weak pretences laid hold upon by the Kjrk Ju- 
dicatories to turn them out; ſuch as the re- 
commending The whole Duty of Man, which 
which approves of ſet Faſts, &c. 1 
An Addreſs to the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, to look into theſe Matters, and take 


thoſe Clergy into their Protection. 
The Argument againſi them for not taking the 


_ Oaths fully conſidered, 

The . Epiſcopal Clergy were ſo far. from having 
any 7 by taking them, that oftentimes, 
thoſe who took them, were worſe uſed than thoſe 
who refaſed them. 9 


4 Quere to the Clergy of the Chureſi of Eng- 


land, whether or nb, if they had been turned 
out, as the Scots. Clergy was, and their Bi- 
ſhops and Liturgy ldid aſide, they would have 

| behaved themſelves otherways than the Scots 
Clerg have done. | 


Protection and Allegiance, the Doctrine of the 


Revolution, a Plea for the Scots Clerg y. 
The Scots Clergy ſuffered more for their ſteady 


adhear ance to Epiſcopacy, than upon any other 


* 


Account. 


An Anſwer to 4 Queſtion, why the Scots Clergy 


were not as free to come in to all the Terms 0 

the Civil Government, as the Engliſh Clergy. 
A Fund propoſed for the ſubſiftence of the Scots 
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| Apology, Se. 


r thc beginning of the laws 3 Re. 
Wo. el 0/ution, ſome Hundreds of the 


vantage of thoſe Con ons 

=S=Y which attcnd'great Changes in a 
State) took up Arms, and by lawleſs Force, 
and Tumult, draged from their. Pulpits, and 


turned out all the Epiſcopa]-Clergy in the 


Weſtern Counties of Scotland; withal, threats 
ning them, that if either they continued,” or 
ſhould at any time after return into that Coun- 


try, they would uſe them as they had done 


Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, and, Mr. 
Pearſan, Miniſter of Corsfairne, whom they 
had Murdered, the firſt as he was Travel: 
ling on the High-way, and the other in his 


own Houſe in the Night · time. 
The Clergy juſtly terrified with ſuch Bar: 
barous Threatnings (which theſe good People 


never. WE! to put in practice) retired for 
- © SanQuary 
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Sanctuary to Edinburgh, the chief City of the 
Kingdom, there to wait for relief from the 
Convention of States, when it ſhould meet, 
but the Convention was fo far from redreſhn 

the Grievances complained off by the Epil 
copal Clergy, that they voted Epricopacy it 
ſelf, a Grievance to che Nation, tho' the 
Diſſenters from the Epiſcopal Communion, 


were not, at that time, one to ten in Scotland. 


And if at this Day, there was as much encou- 
ragement for a Scot - Man to joyn in Commu- 
nion with the Epiſcopal Clergy, as with the 
Presbyterian, a Majority would ſtillbe found 
on the fide of Epiſcopacy, „ 


But before I go further, *tis fit I ſhould anſ⸗ 
wer. a Queſtion, which has been frequently 
put to me by the. Engliſh Clergy ; How cam 
iti about that Epiſcopacy was overthrown at 
the Revolution ſeeing there was at that tint 


ſo great a Majority of the Nation upon the ſide 


of Epiſcopcy ? In anſwer to this, I deſire my 
Reader to conſider theſe three things. Firſt, 
That the Convention which overthrew Epiſco- 
pacy, being called ſolely by the Authority of the 
Prince of Orange, many of our Gentry did not 
think themſelves at freedom to meet upon 
that Call, becauſe of an Oath ſo lately taken 
by them, called the Teſt, by which they ſwore; 
that it was unlawful to © Convocate them“ 
ſelves, to Treat, Conſult, or Determine; - 
bout any Matters of State, Civil, Military, 
or Eccleſiaſtick, without the King's expreſs 
Licence, and Confent thereto; an * 
. | that 


(3) 
that was wanting, they laid themſelves afide, 
and would neither give their Vote nor Inte- 
reſt in the Elections. Secondly, Some of our 
Nobility, who were beſt affected to Epiſcopacy, 
being diſſatisfied with the high and extraor- 
dinary proceedings of the Convention, left it 
before the Queſtion about Epiſcopacy was 
brought in. Thirdly, Nor would all this 
have been done, had not a manifeſt vio- 
lence been done to our Conſtitution, with 
re ſpect to the form of Elections, for in the 
Writs to call the Convention, the Free holgers 
wereto Elect as formerly, but in regard the 
right of Election in Burghs, was in the Hands 
of the Magiſtrates and Town Council, who 
were known to be well affected to Epiſcopacy, 
their right was ſuperced ed, and the right of E- 
lection put into the Hands of all the Free- men; 
Thus was our Conſtitution maim'd, to make 
way for the aboliſhing of Epi ſcopacy; I know 
likewiſe, thar it was given out at that time, 
that there was another motive that much help- 
ed on this Work, which was, that by Aboliſhing 
the Order of Biſhops, many (otherways well 
enough affected to it) expected to be made 
Sharers of the Plunder of their Rents; but be- 
cauſe J am reſolved to advance nothing, but 
ſuch Matters of Fact as I can account for, I 
wave this laſt whate'r probability may be in't; 
But to return. The Convention, after havin 
dethroned King James, and ſettled the Crown 
upon King William and Queen Mary, and the 
Heirs of their Body. And after them, upon 
| Queen 


(4) 
Queen Anne and the Heirs of her Body, I ſay 
the Convention, after this, was turned into a Par- 
liament, wherein great endeavours were made 
to eſtabliſh the Presbyterian Government, as the 
Government of the Church of Scotland; but 
this mett with no ſmall Oppoſition, and from 
none fo much, as from William late Duke of 
Hawiltcn, at that time, the King's Com- 
miſſioner for holding the Parliament, who, 
tho? he agreed to ſet aſide the Order of Biſhops, 
1 yet would haveall the Inferior Clergy, of the 
#4 Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, continued in their Li- | 
vings, and when the King plcaſed, and | 
no otherways, to meet in general A ſſem- 
blies, for the better governing the Affairs 
of the Church; nor did any think that 
Duke Hamilton, who at that time repreſent- 
ed the King's Perſon, would have ventured 
to oppole the ſettling of the Presbyterian Go- 
vernment, if he had not known, that it was 
agreeable to the Will and Inſtructions he had 
from his Maſter King William. „ 
However, this did by no means pleaſe 
ſeme of our Presbyterian Peers, and Gentry, 
who were at that time much in tavour 
with King William, and therefore they uſed 
all their Intereſt with that Prince, to over... 
throw Duke Hamilton, in which (tho' with 
no ſmall difficulty) they ſucceeded ſo well, 
that the Parliament was adjourned, the Duke 
of Hamilton was laid aſide, and the Earl of 


Mclvil, a ſtanch Presbyterian, was lent down 


A 


SS 


Commiſſioner to hold a new Seſſion of Par- 
lia ment, which began in April, 1690, and in 
June following, the Presbyterian Government 


was Eſtabliſhed in all its Forms,  found- 
ing it upon the groundleſs Pretence, of the 
Inclinations of the People. ny 
All I take notice of in that Act eſta» 
bliſhing Presbytery is a Clas/e in the midle 
of it, which expreſly declares, that all che Epiſ- 
copal Clergy,. who either had deſerted, or 
were removed, i. e. by the Mob, preceeding 
the 13:4 of April, 1689, ſhould have no right 
to their Benefices from the time of their re- 
moval. SH + | | > 1 ; 
Not to weary my Reader with the juſt 
cenſure to Which this unprecedented Hardſhip 
lyes open, I ſhall content my ſelf (and, I 
hope, my Reader) with reſuming a. Speech 
made on that Occaſion, by the Duke oft Ha. 
wilton. | 
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„Believe the Contrivers of this A& 

« meant very well to Presbyten, but 
4 fure I am, they have much miſtaken 
„ themſelves, by incorporating this Clauſe 
into it, which mult ſome time or other 
turn to it's ap aw I wiſh this were all; 
« Nay, it goes further, there is ſuch a plain 


and bare- fac d Injuſtice in this Clauſe, that 
„if it paſs into an AQ, it muſt throw. an 
* indelible Reproach upon the Honour 
and Juſtice of this Houſe. 


RRS 


** 


1 


„Let us conſider what we are doing. 
« and what danger there may be in ſuch a 


«. Precedent (for I am ſure nothing like it was 


ever done before) we have now before us, 
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the Caſe of near four Hundered unfortunate 
Clergy- men, who have ſpent their Patri- 
monies in fitting themſelves for Holy 
Orders, they ha ve come in upon the Faith 
of the Nation, and are poſſeſſed of Church 
Livings, the Laws are ſtill ſtanding un- 
repeal d in their favours, and they have 
as good right to their Benifices as I have 


to my Eſtate, for I have no ſecurity but 


me Law ofthe Land 

„An Armed Rabble, without any Counte- 
nance from Authority, diſpoſſeſſes them, 
and threatens them with Death, if they re- 
turn; muſt we then by an After- Act 


take part with the Mob, and countenance 


ſuch bold and raſh Attempts, ſo dange- 
rous in their own Nature, and ſo deſtruc- 
tive of all Peace, Order and good Govern- 
ment? how happy a Man was I that eſca p- 
ed the Fury of the Mob, had they fallen 
upon me, and turned me out of my Eſtate, I 
know not what might have come. of it, 


« the Parliament might as well find that 
« from that Date, I had no right to my 


de 
5 


Eftate; as that theſe Miniſters have 
no right to their Living from the ti ne of 


e their being turned out by the Rabble, in 


« 
+. 


* „„ 


4 


ſuch a violent and tumultuous manner. 


c [ 


5 „3 3 

& T am willing, if you pleaſe (tho? I am 
t* ſenſible it is a great hardſhip) to agree with 
you, that they ſhall be cut off from any 
* title to their Benefices in time coming; but 
„to make an Act of Par lis ment with a 
&« double Face, to look backward, as well as 
« forward, upon them, is what I will never 
„ give my conſent to: The worſt of it is, 
« we cannot charge theſe poor Clergy- men 
e with any Fault, to give ſome tolerable 
Colour ro ſuch a manifeſt Injury. > . 

« Ir conſiſts with my Knowledge, that 
“ many of theſe poor Men are brought to 


* great Straits, and that ſome of them can- 


« not find Bread to their Starving Families 
ee but upon the credit of what is due to them, 
«© by Law: And therefore let not our Zeal 
„ for Presbytery, make us forget the com- 
« mon Rules of Humanity, but let us ever 


& bear in our Minds, that great Law of 


« Chriſtianity, of doing to others as we 
« would be done by. 9 35 
„ I hope what 1 have ſaid, will leave ſome 
<« Impreſſion upon you, and prevail with you 
« to expunge this Clauſe. ak 
This Speech met with the common Anſwer 
of thoſe Days, the Queſtion, the Queſtion ; 
Then ſaid the Duke, it we muſt have the Que- 
ſtion, let it be thus, that all the Clergy who 
were Rabbled, ſhould from that time have no 
Right to their Benefices. . N 
Ihis indeed was the true State of the Caſe, 
and the Vote ought - have been put accord- 


ingly; 
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ingly; but our Parliament, deaf to all that could 
be ſaid, put the queſtion, expunge, or not, 
and carry'd it in the Negative; I mean, not 
to expunge : upou which the aforeſaid Duke 
roſe up in great concern, and boldly faid, 
(I tell it to the Honour of his Memory,) thar 
by this Vote, they had given a deadly wound 

to the Honour and Juſtice of that Houſe, and 
that this Clauſe would be a * Millſtone hung 
about the Neck of Presbytery, which woald ſink it 


ſooner or later: Aﬀter which, he, together with 


a great many of the Nobility and Gentry, 
left the Houſe, and never appeared there a- 
gain, till the Act eſtabliſhing Presbytery was 
over. 

The Clergy being apprehenſive, what De- 
ſolation to the Church, what Poverty and 


Diſtreſs, ſuch proceedings would bring upon 
them aud their Families, did what they could 


to prevent the paſſing of this Clauſe, and 
therefore gave in a Petition to the Parlia- 
ment, the ſubſtance whereof was, That 
* whereas by the Laws of this Realm, your 


& Petitioners being Miniſters of the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, and having entred legally to 
© their Offices and Benefices, have right to 
Protection in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 
and to their Benefices, ad vitam, vel culpam, 
+ and can never be deprived of either, with- 
« out a legal Sentence. Therefore they 
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craved 
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cra ved the Eſtates of Parliament, to take their 
Caſe into conſideration, and interpoſe their 
Authority for reſtoring their petitioners to 
the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, and for pro- 


tecting them in their Offices and Benefices, 


according to Law, and his Majeſties moſt 
Gracious Proclamation. i 
This Petition put the Members to great 
ſtraits; for if it ſhould come to be read in the 
Houſe, there was ſo much Law and Juſtice 
in it, that they knew not well how they 
could get over it; and therefore they chooſed 
rather to refuſe the reading of it; tho* they 


themſelves, when Members of the Conven- 


tion, had put it into the claim of right, that 
it was the right of every Subject to Petition. 
Thus you fee how the whole Order of our 


Biſhops was laid aſide, and a great number - 
of unfortunate Clergy-men, who had fitted 
themſelves: with much Labour and Charge 


for the Miniſtry ; who were bon fide poſſell- 
ed of Church Livings; who, by the nature 
of their Character, and the cuſtom of the 


World, are either unfit or diſabled from go- 


, 


ing into the ordinary means of ſubſiſting ; I 


Tay, theſe unfortunate Clergy-men were put 


to their ſhifts, expoſed to Beggary, and denied 


common Protection, without any Fault 
charged, or chargeable upon them, and 
contrary to the conſtant Rules which have 
been obſerved in all great Revolutions, where- 


ever they have happened, either in this, or o- 


ther parts of Europe; and to make this the 
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more evident, take the following Inſtances 


which have been collected to my Hands from 

Authentick Records. . 
But before I mention them, I think fit to 

caution my Reader, and tell him that it is 


far from my intention, to throw the leaft 
reproach upon the Memory of King Willi. 


am, who wanted nothing but one thing 


ro make the Crown ſit upon his Head 


with as much Luſtre and Advantage, as ever 
it did upon the Head of any Prince who ſway*d 
the Sceptre before him. That wiſe Prince was 
ſo far from giving any Countenance to the 
Grievances I have complained of; that as 
ſoon as they were fairly laid before him, 
he emitted a Proclamation againſt them, and 
gave it in charge to his Servants to have them 
redreſſed; and tho? the Confuſions which 
neceſſarily accompany all great Changes, and 
the neceſſity of his Affairs as they ſtood at 
that time, made him bear with the Inſolence 
of thoſe Days ; yetas ſoon as the times be- 
came more ſettled, he gave full proof, that 


the Hardſhips the Clergy ſuffered, did not 


lye at his Door; he gave a Yearly Penſion 
to the Biſhops, and ſome ſmall matter out of 
the vacant Supends, to ſuch of the Inferiour 
Clergy as had been turned out : Hepaſſed an 
Act of Parliament in favour of ſuch of the 


the Epiſcopal Clergy, who were ſtill in poſſeſſi- 


on of their Churches, by which they were, 
in ſome meaſure, skreened from the Arbi- 


trary proceedings of the Presbyierian Party; 


and 
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and gave in charge to all his Servants, to pro- 


mote an AR, in favour of ſuch of the Epiſ- 


copal Clergy, as had been tnrned out; which 
was, that the Eſtabliſhed Clergy ſhould re- 


ceive among them, ſuch. of the Epiſcopal 
as ſhould offer to come in to them, pro- 
vided there was no competent Objection 


againſt them; but tho' this and the former 


Acts of Grace, were well deſigned on the 
King's part; yet the execution of this AQ, 
being put into the Hands of the Kirk Judica- 
tories, all the benefit the Epiſcopal Clergy 


got by it, was, to have their number purged. 
of about a ſcore of Parſons, not much fam'd 


either for their Probity or Parts. 


Such was the behaviour of this merciful 
Prince towards the Epiſcopal Clergy ; nor 


was his Clemency leſs conſpicuous to the 


Laity of that Communion, and that after 
much provocation, they had given him great 


uneaſineſs in the beginning of his Reign, 
they had affronted his Troops, and thereby 


obſtructed his glorious Enterprizes Abroad; 


yet after they came to be reduced by the 
torce of his Arms, and were brought under 


his Feet, he trod very gently upon them; 


he compounded Matters with them, and re., 


ceived them upon eaſy Terms; he conſider- 
ed, that the Oppoſition he met with, both 
from the Clergy and Laity, did not ariſe 


from any Perſonal Quarrel, but trom a Zeal 
to Monarchy, and ſome refined Notions 
about Hereditary Right, he lopk'd back to 

former 
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former times, and found that thoſe Families, 
from whom he met with the greateſt Oppo- 
ſition, had ſhared in all the Misfortunes of 
his Grandfather, King Charles I. that after 
him, they had taken part with the Son, that 
they had loſt their Blood, and ſpent their E- 
ſtates, in the ſervice of the Royal Family 
that it, was by them, the very Seeds an 
Principles of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy (the 
laſt the ſureſt Pillar of the former) were 
preſerved, maugre all the endeayours made 
uſe of in thoſe Days to root them up. 

Theſe were the Motives, that led this wiſe 
Prince to deal mercifully by them ; inſomuch, 
that not a Man. in Scotland, ſuffered Death 
for any Crime of State, one Trotter excepted, 
and ſuch Merciful proceedings met with a 
ſutable return, and brought their Natural 
conſequences along with them ; he had, after 
that, Peace at Home in his Days, they gave 
him no more diſturbance all his Reign. 


True it is; that the neceſſity of his Affairs, 


made him alſo beſtow great Marks of his 
Favour on the Presbyterian Miniſters ; but he 
kept a watchful Eye over them,, that they 
ſhould not abuſe them; he took care to blunt 
the Edge of two dangerous Weapons, they 
had, upon many Occaſions, drawn againſt 
his Grand-father, King, Charles, and King 
Carles II. I mean, their Independency upon. 
the State, and their medling in Civil Affairs; 
he took off all the Civil — a i 4 their Ex- 
communication, by which, they had done 

3 ; e terrible 
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terrible Execution in former Reigns ; he did 
what never any Prince had done before him, 
by his Sovereign Power, transfer the wholeEc 
clefiaſtick Authority, and Government of the. 
Church, from the Biſhops and their Clergy, 
and lodged it in the Hands of ſixty Presbyteri- 
ans; but withal, made them know, the 
mult uſe it as he had a mind, he called their 
Aſſemblies when he pleaſed, and diſſolved 
them when he thought fit; he told them, 
This they muſt do, and That they muſt avoid; 
he pulled down the Idols their Fore. fathers 
had ſet up in the Land, I mean their Cove- 
nants and Solemn Leagues; and by ſuch means, 
did chat, which never any Prince could boaſt 
to have done before him; he kept them quiet 
all his Reign ; by which he becamea Pattern 
to all ſucceeding Princes. | 
I now return to give the Inſtances I pro- 
miſed, of what has been the Behaviour of 
this, and other Nations, when great Revo. 
{ations happened in them, how tender they 
were of thoſe unfortunate Clergy-men, that 
could not comply with the unexpected 
Changes that fell out, and how careful they 
were to provide them of Means whereby they 
could bl; and >: Me Ds POS 
Hirt, At the beginning of the Reformati- 
on in German, the Princes, among other 
Grievances, complained that there were ſo 
many idle Bellies (meaning Monks and 
ann the Empire; and tho they found 
them both uſeleſs and burdenſome, yet con- 
| 4 
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ſidering, that the Men were unfit for other 
Imployments, and uncapable of getting y 
Livelyhood for themſelves; offered, by Wa 
of gentle Remedy, that the preſent Poſſcſſors, 
ſhould be allowed to enjoy their Rents du- 
ring Life; but in caſe any of them ſhould 
happen to dye, none ſhould be allowed to 
ſucceed them. a | | 
Secondly, When at the Treaty of Manſter, 
the Archbiſhoprick of Magdoburg, was given 
to the Margrave of Brandenburgh, in conſide- 
ration of what the Swedes got from him in 
Pomerania, it was with this expreſs Clauſe, 
that the Biſhop who was in Poſſeſſion, ſhould 
continue in the full enjoyment of his Rents 
during Life, | 
Thirdly, Let us conſider what has been the 
temper of England, when great Changes ha p- 
pned in it. Firf, At the ſuppreſſion of 
the Monaſteries by King Henry VIII. (not 
the tendereſt of Princes) the Abbots and 
Priors had Penſions ſettled upon them during 
Life. Seconaly, Queen Elizabeth his Daughter, 
allowed a Prov iſion to thoſe Popiſh Clergy, 
who were turned out for non-compliance. 
Thirdly, The Engliſh Parliament, in King 
Charles the Firſt's time, notwithſtanding 
their violent heat againſt Epiſcopacy, Voted, 
thoſe Clergy.men that were turned out for 
non · complyance, ſhou'd have a competent 
and honourable Maintenance, ſettled upon 
them during Life. Foarthly, When the 
cheif Management of Affairs, was eſtabliſh- 


Be 

ed in the Perſon of Mliver Cromwell, not- 
withſtanding his exceeding hatred to the 
CHURCH of England, and that he was a 
Man fo full of Blood, as to be void of Bowells; 
yet either to avoid the cenſure of extreme 

Cruelty, or that the Miſeries of ſo many 
honeſt Men, ſuffering for Conſcience ſake, 
made ſome Impreſſion upon him; Ordered, 
that a fifth part of their Rents, ſhould be 
given to ſuch as were unprovided of Means 
of their own to ſubſiſt them. Fifzhly, Ar the 
late Revolation, ſuch Clemency (fo Natural to 
Engliſh Men) was ſhewn, by the Members 
of the Engliſh Convention, that they Impower- 
ed King William to ſettle Proviſions even up- 
on thoſe, who by rea ſon of ſcruples of Con- 
ſcſence, could not come into the Intereſt of 
his Government. 1 


If we look into the Hiſtory of Scotland, 


ſuch was the temper of our Reformers (tho 
violent enough in other Matters) that they 
allowed the very Popiſh Biſhops, to enjoy 
ſome, if not all their Rents during Life ; and 
in all the different Turns that have happened 
ſince (and ſeveral there has been) all the 
Clergy, who would comply with the Changes 


that fell out, were allowed to keep Poſſeſſion 


of their Churches and Livings. 
By theſe Inſtances, the Readers may ſee, 
what has been the Behaviour of this and o- 
ther Nations, when great Revolations hap- 
pened in them, how tender they were of 
ona E thoſe 
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thoſe unfortunate Clergy-men, who couid 
not comply with the unexpected Changes 
that fell out, and always provided them of 
Means whereby they could ſubſiſt; *tis only 
thoſe of the Epiſcopal Clergy. in Scotland, who 
mult . be excepted from this Rule ; no Com- 
| paſſion muſt be ſhewn to them, nor could fo 
much as a Compliance ſave the. 
But as Men are never more ready to give 
a Reaſon for what they do, than when they 
do amiſs, our Presbyterian Brethren offer; at 
one Reaſon,to juſtify, this their Barbarity; and 
at another to ſoften the Matter. 
They tell us, in the ſirſt place, that we 
deſerved no better from them; becauſe 300 
of their Clergy were turned out when Fife 
copac) was re-eſtabliſhed, in the Vear 1662. 
I take this to be a bad Reaſon, tho the Caſe 
were the ſame, which yet is as different as 
the Spirit and Temper of the two Parties are. 
When Epijcopacy was reſtored, all the Presby- 
terian Clergy were allowed to continue in the 
quiet Poſſeſſion of their Churches and Livings, 
only it was required of ſuch, who had in the 
times of Confuſion, and: Diſorder, under 
Cromweli's Adminiſtration, Intruded them; 
{elves into, Churches, without, conſent of. the 
Patron, that they ſhould take a Preſentation 
from the Patron (Which he was obliged: to 
give them) and, Collation from the Biſhop ; 
thoſe ho accepted thoſe. Conditions which 
the Law required, were continued, and thoſe 
whe- refuſed were turned out ; there is no- 
thing 


( 


thing ſingular here, it is nothing but what 
has been done by all the States and Churches 
in the World. Nay ſuch was the temper of 
that eaſie Government, which yet is com- 
plained off by thoſe, who were ſcarce ever 
ſatisfied with any ; that a few Years after, all 


thoſe Miniſters who had been turned out, 
were allowed to take Poſſeſſion of thoſe . 
Churches, if vacant, from which they had 
been removed, or to get Preſentations to o- 
ther Churches; and it all of them could not 
thus be provided for, the King's Council was 
impowered tq give them 400 Marks Scots per 
Annum for their Subſiſtence; theſe, Favours 
were gaanted- without any Impoſition upon 


them, no Oaths were required of them, not 
ſo much as the Oath of Alegiance and Supre- 
macy, which yet were required of all the Eps/- 
copal Clergy, tho' the Government at that 


time had greater Ground to believe them 
diſaffected to it, than the preſent has thoſe of 


the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion. 2 | 

By this Account, the Reader may ſee, how 
wide this Caſe is, from what I now com- 
plain of. When Epiſcopacy was re-eſtabliſhed, 
all the Presbyterian Miniſters in the Kingdom 
might have kept their Churches and Benifices, 


if they would have complied with theſe Con- 
ditions which the Government required of 
them: Bur the Caſe I complain of is, that 


— 


the Government would offer the Epy/copal, 


Clergy In the Meſtern Countries no Terms at 


all, they Were turned out ſummarily by the 
Fp ' Mob 
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Mob, and their Decree affirmed afterwards 
{ by Parliament, without the common form, 
| of citing, or hearing the Parties aggrieved, 
{ But to ſoften this Matter, ſome of the 
i wiſer ſort of the Presbyterian Party, own, 


that there was ſomething of Hardſhip, in 

what I have complained of ; but then they 

|} tell us, that this Grievance was redreſſed, by 

1 an Act which paſſed ſome Years after, autho- 
| rizing, and requiring, all the Presbyterian 

Church Judicatories, to receive into their 
number, ſuch of the Epiſcopal Clergy as were 
turned out, and ſhould make an offer to com- 

ply with the ſettled Government in Church 
and State: This looks fair and plauſible, at 

firſt ſight, but when taken to pieces, will be 

found not to mend the Matter; and this will 
beſt appear, by laying before my Reader the 

Conditions, by which they were to be re- 

ceived. And, 

Firſt, they muſt get a Call from ſome 
Pariſh, wherein they were ſure to meet with If 
all the Oppoſition the Presbytery (in whoſe 
Bounds the Pariſh was) could give them. 
Secondly, If they ſhould overcome this diffi- 

culty (and no ſmall one it was) they muſt 
undergo a ftrict Examination, wherein it was 
not enough to know the Scriptures, and ſuch 
expoſitions of the dark places, as the Primi- 
tive Fathers had put upon them ; together 
with Church Hiſtory, Council, Languages, 
and the like, all great Strangers to the Ex- 
aminators; Alas, that would not do, if they 
Were 
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were not thoroughly acquainted with their 
Modern Scheme, of which there are fo 
many Unions, and Communions, and Co- 
venant Relations, as were not very eaſy, 
to be underſtood. Thirdly, If - the poor 
Man was ſo happy as to be Maſter of all this, 
then two or three of the Brethren were ap- 
pointed to confer with him, wherein the 


Wretch muſt own his ſincere and hearty Sor- 


row, for having ſerved under Prelacy, and 
muſt ſolemaly declare, that he is convinced 
in his Conſcience, that the Presbyterian Go- 
vernment, as ſettled in Scotland, is the only 
form of Government Chriſt left behind bim 
in his Church; nor could all this do, if they 


did not like the Man, or if he had the misfor- 


tune to be the Spawn of a Tory Family. 
Now, what Beneſit could an Epiſcopal 


Clergy- man have by this A# of Grace (ſo 


much boaſted of) when he muſt purchaſe it, 
at the expence both of his Honour and Con- 
ſcience. 
Icannot give better light to this Matter, 
than by ſtating alike Caſe, if a Govern- 
ment ſhould by an Arbitrary Act, turn a 
Man out of his Eſtate, and then tell him, 
ſome Years after that, they would quiet him in 
the Poſſeſſion of another, if he could purchaſe 
it from ſuch a Man they knew hated him, 
and who would not part with his Eſtate, but 
upon ſuch exorbitant conditions, as no Men 
of Honour could comply with; would any 
look upon this after Act, as a Satisfaction 3 
_ | | the 
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the Injury done him by the former: no more was 
the after Act, puting an Epiſcopal Clergy-man into 
a bare poſſibility of getting a living, any juſt Satis- 


faction for the hardſhip done him, in turning him 


out of a Living, to which he had a legal Title, and 
to which he had as good a Right as any Man has to 
his Eſtate, ſo long as he did not forfeit it by ſome 
Fault of his own. 

Hitherto I have only taken notice of thoſe Cler- 
gymen, who fell a Sacrifice to the Mob, and I wiſh 
this had put an end to their Sufferings ; but alas! 
No ſooner was the Mobbing Work over, but a new 
Storm aroſe upon our Church; which blew high, 
and cut down our Clergy as . faſt as the Leaves do 
fall from the Trees in the proper Seaſon, fo that 1 
may ſay; Quod non fecerunt Barbari fecere Barbarini. 
Our Convention having dethroned King James, 
and Named the Prince and Prince, of Orange, to 
Sncceed him in the Throne, emitted a Prochamati- 
an againſt owning the late King James, and requi- 
ring all the Clergy under pain of Deprivation, to 
read this Proclamation from their Pulpits, and pray 
for the Prince, and Frinceſs of Orange, as King and 


Queen of Scotland; perhaps this may be lookt upon 


as no hardſhip by theſe, who are Strangers to our 
former Conſtitution, and the I ies the Epiſcopal Cler- 
gy were put under to Maintain, and Support it; 
for the Satisfaction of ſuch, know, that according 
to the Fundamental Conſtitution of the Scars Nation, the 
Crown did deſcend by lawful Succeſſion, according 
to Proximity of Blood, fo that in the ſame Minute, 
in which the Sovereign dies, the Crown did fall by 
the Right of Succeſſion to the next in Blcod. 

But to prevent Miitakes, by the Fundamental Con- 
ſtitution, I mean no more, than the Laws as they ſtood 
at the time of the Revolution, and had been of long 
continuance before. I have indeed heard much talk of 
an Original Contract, and Fundamental Laws that were 

| | „ is 


C28 4 


unalterable, but as I, nor I believe any other ever ſaw 
the firſt, ſo could I never find two agree about what 
were the Fundamental Laws, nor did J ever hear any 


thing that went under that Name, that has not met 


with ſome alteration or Change if not altogether 


kickt out, in my Time. 


I fay then, ſuch was the Nature of our Conſtitu- 
tion, at and before the Revolution, that the Crown 
did fall by the Right of Succeffion to the next in 
Blood, and as this was the Nature of our Conſtitu- 
tion, ſo an Oath called the Teſt was formed for its 
Security, which was taken by the moſt part of the 
Nation, and particularly by all the Clergy ; had 
our meeting of Eſtafes proceeded againſt King James, 
upon the Head of Abdication, as the Engliſh had 
wiſely done, this might have made matters more 
eaſie, but our Scots Presbyterians in every thing, as 
well as this, love Extreams, and would go u 
the Head of Forfeiture, in defiance not only of the 
whole Frame of our Conſtitution and Tenor of our 
Laws, as they ſtood at that Time, but of an Oath ſo 


lately taken by the Nation. No wonder then, if our 


Clergy demurred a little upon ſuch a ſurprizing turn 
of Affairs, founded upon the Doctrine of the depoſing 
Power, ſo manifeſtly Inconſiſtent with their known 
Principles, and all the Sacred Ties of an Oath under 


which they lay- | 
Bat to convince my Reader, that it was not the 


Intention of the Meeting of Eſtates, that the Epiſcopal 


Clergy ſhould obey this proclamation; I crave his 


Attention to theſe three following Remarks. 


I This Proclamation was Voted by the Conventi- 


on, April 13. together with an Order requiring all 


the Epiſcopal Clergy,to conform themſelves thereto, 
thoſe in Edinburgh the next day which was Sunday 
theſe on the South of the River Forth on the 21ſt, 
and the Northern Clergy on the 28th of the fame 


Month ; now, what could be the meaning of our Con- 
1 8 vention 
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to conſider of ſuch a weighty Matter; Others that. 
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vention, to give the Clergy ſo little Time to colt{{- 
der of a matter of ſuch Importance; as the Trar/- 
ferring their Allegiance, and contradicting an Oath fo 
lately taken by t hem. | 1 

But 2dly, by the claim of Right, which was made by 
the ſame Convention, none ſhould be King or- Queen 
of Scotland, till they accepted the Crown, and the 
Terms on which it was offered, and withal took the 
Coronation Oath, In purſuance of this, tho' the Duke of 
Argyle, Sir James Montgomerie and Sir John Dalyrimple 
were ſent up with the offer of theCrown to thePrince 
and Princeſs of Orange, yet there was no Account come 
at that time to Scotland, that the Prince and Princefs 
of Orange, had accepted the Crown, and taken the Co- 
ronation Oath; howthen could our Clergy pray for K 
W. and Q M. as Ringand Queen of Scotland, when nei- 


ther they, nor any in Scotland, nay not the Convention 


it ſelf, knew whither they were ſo or not? This was 
ſach a ſtrong and legal Defence made by the Reve - 
rend Dr. Strachan a Man truly Primitive, that any 
Court in the World would have ſuſtained it, except 
our Convention, who would allow of no defence Re- 
leyart to a Clergy they had no mind to preſerve. - 
But 3dly that which makes this the more mani- 
feſt is, the Rigorous Proſecution that followed upon 
it, the care of which was committed ſometime after 


to the Privy Council, whoiſſir'd out their Order, togive 


Citation to the Clergy, who had not given Obedi- 
ence to the ſaid Proclamation to appear before them, 
And when they came before this Abſolute Tribunal; 
and were charged for not reading the Proclamation ; 


Some pleaded in their defence, that the Proclamation 


came not to their Hands till late on Saturday's Night, 


and it was fo contrived that it was- impoſſible it 


could come much ſooner;) Some that it did not 
come to their Hands till Sanday Morning, when they 
were going into Church, which was too little time 
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it had never come to their Hands, and there were 
ſome, who tho' it did not come to their Hands the 
Day appointed, yet having got it after, they read 
it from their Pulpits, and obeyed the Will of the 
Law. But the Day of Grace was over, no Defence 
however Relevant would do, every Man of them 
was turned out of his Living: Nay the Reverend 
Mr. Luke Greenſheels, (Father to him who ſuffered 
ſo much of late from them) read the Proclamation 
on the Day appointed, and obey'd the Tenor of it 
in all Points, but that did not fave him, he had the 
| Misfortune to be Epiſcopal, and that ruin'd him. 
However, to do our Council Juſtice ; when they 
came to look back upon the Deſolation they had 
made, how many Families they had laid Waſte, and 
how many harmleſs honeſt Men they had undone, 
they began to cool and diſcourage any more Proſecu- 
tions of this Nature, which was no ſooner diſco- 
ver'd by the Presbyterian Clergy, but they took 
the Alarm; and in order to carry on the Work, 
give the finiſhing Stroak, and purge the Houſe of 
God, (the Cant of thoſe Days,) they procured an 
Act of Parliament, Subjecting all the Epiſcopal 
Clergy (whom the Council had left in Poſſeſſion 
of their Livings) to their Judicatories, with full 
Powers to turn out all Scandalous Erroneous, Inſufficient, 
and Negligent Per ſons, we call this in Scotland, giving 
the Wolfe the Wedder to keep, for what Juſtice could 
be expected from ſuch avowed Enemies, who were 
doth Judges and Partie. | | 
This Matter is fully repreſented, in a late 
Pamphlet, that has for its Title, The Cauſes of the 
Decay of Presbytery in Scotland: For ſays that Au- 
thor, ©: What the Council had let fall, the Church 
4 Judicatories took up, and that they might carry 
4 on their Work with the greater Succeſs, a Select 
« Committee met, to Search the Journals of the 


<« 1638, and find aut. ſuch Senn, as could 3 
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for their Purpoſe in carrying on ſo good a Work, 
and it was agreed, that the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
in all their Proccedings againſt the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, ſhould be tied down to theſe few clear 
following Rules, where the Caſe would not allow 
of a more Regular Procedure. 5 

« 1. That nd Epiſcopal Miniſter ſhould know 
his Accuſer, for if it were' otherwiſe, it would 
diſcourage a great many good People (who were 
well Inclin'd) from bringing in Libels againſt 
them, which would much obſtruct this good 
Work. 

« 2. That it ſhould be ſufficient to name the Of- 
fence, without taking notice of Time and Place, 
when and where it was Committed ; for that 


would ſometimes prove of great Uſe to the 


Reſpondent, „„ 

4 3. An Epiſcopal Miniſter might be libelled up- 
on common Fame, 1. e. if a malicious Fellow 
ſhould invent and ſpread a Scandal upon any Mini- 
ſter, a Libel ſhould be raiſed upon it, and he be 
oblig'd to Anſwer to it, which if it ſerved to no 
other Purpoſe, yet would have this good Effect, 
it would be ſure to defame the Parſon. Theſe 
Matters of Fact are ſo notorious, and well known 
to all our own Countrey-Men, who took notice 
of the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, that Pl! 
make no Proof of what I believe wilt not be de- 
nyd, and J will venture to ſay, that ſuch Rules 


could never be brought from Precedents, in any 


Courts of juſtice in the World, except from the 
Green Tables in 38, or the Journals of the Inqui ſi- 


tion, that fam'd Tribunal; the only pleaſant Part 


of this was, that when, in Contradicion to theſe 
Rules, tbe Apoſtle's Canon (Receive not an Accuſa- 
tion againſt an Elder, but before two or three Witneſſes) 
was objected to them, the ſhort Anſwer was, that 
ſome Rules are good in Eccleſia conſtituta, that do 
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te not hold in Eccleſia conſtituenda, there is always a 
mighty Power in a Word of Latin; but the mis- 
« fortune was, that the Rule was laid down in Ec- 


i cleſia conſtitnenda, for ſo I believe the Church was 
« in St. Pauls Time. And now what Miniſter 


could ſtand his Ground, in a Court that proceed- 


ce ed after this manner, eſpecially if you take along 
cc with you, the weak Pretences that were laid hold 
ce upon to turn them out; ſome for recommending 
« the Whole Duty of Man, which approves of ſett 
* Faſts, as Mr. George Fohnſtone Miniſter at Burnt- 
* Iſland, ſome for dancing about a Bonfire, as 
Mr. Heriot at Dalkeith, tho? the whole Town 


knew the Fact to be falſe. And Mr. Peacock a 


„ Miniſter in the South of Scotland, was deprived 
<« for not appearing before the Presbytry, that very 
« Day on which his Wife was bury'd, ” Thus far 
that Author. | 

I know the Libels of thoſe Days; were ſtuff'd 
with Articles of a blacker Nature; but the Falſhood 
of them was ſo Notorious, that they were not in- 
ſiſted upon, and were put in with no other Intenti- 
on, than to defame the Reſpondent, and I can with 
Safety ſay, that ſuch an evil Spirit of Lying and Ca- 
lumny, never poſleſs'd the Minds of any, who aſſum'd 
the Name of Chriſtians, ſince the Days of Axius 
and his Crew, the pious Days of 41. always excepted. 

Thus I have fairly and honeſtly -laid before my 
Reader, the Caſe of our Scots Clergy, how ſome 
Hundreds of them were turned out, without offer- 
ing them any Terms, or charging them with any 
Fault; how thoſe that had Terms offered to them; 
yet had not 24 Hours allowed them to conſider of 
them, ſome not two Hours; and how ſome of them 
who bad complyed with the Terins of the Civil Go- 
vernment, yet had the ſame Fate with the Reſt, 
ſome Pretence or other being laid hold upon to 
turn them out. | | | 
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And as I have given a plain Account, of the un- 
precedented Hardſhips the Epiſcopal Clergy were 
put under; fo have I done of the Behaviour of this 
and other Nations, when great Revolutions happened 
in them, how tender they were even of thoſe unfor- 
tunate Clergymen, who could not comply with the 
unexpected Changes that fell out, and always pro- 
vided them of means whereby they could ſubſiſt. 

All 7 have now to do, is to plead with all the 
true Sons of the Church of England, to look into 
theſe matters, and try whether there be any thing 
in their Suffering Brethren in Scotland, that calls for 
their Favour and Protection. Will the Clergy of the 
Church of England look on without Compaſſion, 
and ſee their Brethren undone, who maintain the 
ſame Catholic Principles of Unity, with the firſt and 
beſt Ages of the Church, and who dare ſuffer 
in Defence of thoſe Doctrines, by which the Church 
of England has diſtinguiſſrd Herſelf, and deſer ved- 
iy acquired the Name of being the Glory and Bull- 
wark of the Reformation ? Can you forget how that 
about the middle of the laſt Century, your Altars, 
and thoſe who ſerved at them, were overthrown by 
a prevailing Fattion ? How far then worthy of your 
Imitation, may that Noble Return be, which Dido 
made to Aneas, when he laid his Misfortunes be- 
tore her, e Fo; „ 

Hlaud ignara Malj miſeris ſuccurrere diſco, 
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1 know Afflict ion better, than not to pity the unfortunate- 


But here I expect to be told, that the Scots Cler- 
2y, have put it out of the Power of the Church of 
England, to protect them, becauſe they have not ta- 
ken the Oaths, I know this is a tender Point, but I 
hope without giving Offence, I may put a Queſtion 
or two, about this matter. SE 203” 
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And 1ſt, Lask, for what ſhould they take them? 
Are they thereby to be reſtor'd to the Poſſeſſion of 
their Churches and Livings from which they were 


thruſt out, without having done any thing to forfeit 
their Right? Or is there any other the leaſt Benefit 


 propos'd to them by taking them? No ſuch Matter! 


they muſt take them for nothing, and who does that ? 
Nay ſo far were they from having the Offer of any 
Benefit by taking them, that often times they who 
took them, were put under greater Hardſhips, than 
others who refuſed them; the Reverend Mr. James 
Hunter, Miniſter of Stirling, had taken all the Oaths 


the Law requir'd of him, but when he came to plead 


Merit ſor taking them, Sir James Stewart, the King's 
Attorney-General, to whom the Chief Direction of 


Church-Affairs was committed, I ſay, Sir James told 


him in a haughty manner, that he was the greater 
Knave, and that his taking the Oaths ſhould not ſave 
him, nor did it; he was baniſh'd Stirling, while 
others who had refuſed the Oaths were continu'd 
in the quiet Poſſeſſion of their Meeting-Houſes; I 


could give many Inſtances of this Nature, but I'll 


confine myſelf to one other, which is known to 
moſt in England, and that . is the Caſe of the 
Reverend Mr. Greenſbeels; he had given early Proofs 
of his Affection to the Government, and had taken 
all the Oaths the Law requir'd, but that did not fave 
him, he was thrown into Goal, and kept ſtarving 
there, till he got Relief from England, while others 
who ſtood out, got no manner of Trouble. 

I know this will appear very ſurprizing, to ſuch 
as are Strangers to the Tranſactions of thoſe Times 
but the Matter was, Sir James Stewart being a very 
wiſe Man, tho? violently attach'd to the Presbyterian 
Party, ſaw very well, that if the Epiſcopal Clergy 
ſhould come in heartily, and take the Oaths, after 
all the bad Uſage and Proyocations they had met 


with, it would much diminiſh the Intereſt of the 
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Presbyterians, and incline the Government to he- 
ſtow ſome Marks of Favour upon the others; and 
therefore to guard againſt this Evil, he gave all 
the Diſcouragement he could to the Epiſcopal Cler- 
gy from taking the Oaths, inſomuch that it became 
a Piece of common Prudence in an Epiſcopal Mini- 
ſter to let them alone. 

But 24, I beg leave with great Submiffion to put 
a Qneſtion to the Reverend the Clergy of the 
Church of England, by whatſoever Names or Titles, 
they are dignified, or diſtinguiſh'd. If at the late 
happy Revolutiou, the Government of your Church 
had been Aboliſh'd, the whole Order of your Bi- 


ſhops and your Liturgy declar'd a Grievance, and 


all you of the Inferior Clergy turned out of your 
Freeholds, to make way for Presbyterians or Inde- 
pendents, (without asking the Queſtion, whether 


you would come into the Terms of the Government 


or not) what would you have done in ſuch an Event, 
that the Scots Clergy have not done ? I believe you 
would have thought it hard, that the World ſhould 
have expected from you the ſame Meaſures of Com- 
plyance, as from thoſe who had been put in Poſſeſſi- 
on of your 70 5 8 5 Nor I am bold to ſay, would 
you have reckon'd it an extraordinary Favour, to 
have got a Toleration, and be put upon the ſame 
Foot with Quakers and others: you might well, 
and certainly would have pleaded that you had been 
the legally eſtabliſh'd Church, and were run down 
only by the giddy Humour of a prevailing Faction, 
that you were turn'd out of your Livings, you did 
not know how ; and ſeeing you maintain the ſame 
Catholick Principles of Unity, with the firſt and _ 
beſt Ages of the Church, and live peaceably under 
the Civil Government though hardly uſed by it, you 
ought to be put in a different Claſs from Dillenters, 


and have ſome Marks of Piſtin&ton put upon you 
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| Quakers, if the Government did expect from you 
a hearty Complyance, and that you would be eaſie 
under it. 


But 34, What is become of the Doctrine of the 


Revolution, that Protection and Allegiance, are Re- 
ciprocal, and where the one is not given, the other 


is neither due nor to be expected? However liable to 


Exception this Doctrine may be, when taken at 
large, yet it ſeems to have ſuch a Foundation, in 
the Nature of Things, that its hard to get over it, 
and there are but few who will not be Govern'd by 
it there are indeed ſome extraordinary Caſes, where 
a Government may juſtly turn a Man out of his 
Right and Property, as when that turns to the 
Preſervation of the whole Republick; but ſuch Gaſes 
ought to be clear, and whenever the Reaſon ceaſes, 
the Man ought to be reſtor'd, or if that cannot 
conveniently be done, ſome Satisfaction ought to 
be made him, otherwiſe the Government betrays 
one main End of its Inſtitution, which was, the Pre- 


ſeryation of every Subject in his Right and Pro- 


perty. Sure I am, that the turning ſo many Clergy- 
men out of their Livings without a Fault, did betray 
one of the main Ends of the Revolution, which was 
to preſerve all Proteſtants in their Rights. | 
But there is not any thing can give ſo much Light 
to this whole Matter about Oaths, as the ſetting be- 
fore my Reader a particular Caſe, and Pll make it 


my own, becauſe I can beſt Account for it. I was 


put into Prieſts Orders, and in the Poſſeſſion of a 


very good Living in the Year 1683, I was ſecur'd in 


my Living, in the ſame manner any Proprietor is 
in his Eſtate : By the Laws of the Land, and the 
uninterrupted Cuſtom of the Nation, nothing could 
forfeit my Title to it, but my own Fault. When 
the Revolution came on, the Presþyterian Mob 
took to Arms, broke in upon my Houſe in the 
Night time, put me in Terror of my Life, and 
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Threaten'd me with Death, if either 1 continu'd, or 
return'd again into that Country ; and thus was I 
driven from my Charge, by lawleſs Force and Tu- 
mult. I complain'd of this Grievance, and ſought 
for Redreſs, but could find none, and have ever ſince 
been kept out of Poſleſſion. Notwithſtanding of 
this Hardſhip, I have for the run of near Thirty 
Vears, lived peaceably under the Civil Covernment, 
and am reſolved ſo to do; and as to Church Matters, 
I kept Communion with my Brethren of the 
Epiſcopal Perſuaſion while in Scotland, and ever 
ſince I came to England, I was never at a ſeparate 
Meeting of any Denomination, but kept conſtant 
Communion with theſe Clergy who are now in 
Poſſeſſion of the Churches. But till the Govern- 
ment ſhall think fit either to put me in the Place 
wherein it found me, or give me ſome Equivalent, 
I'll ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips before I take an 
Oath to it, tho*I were as clear to take the Oaths, 
as any Divine of the Churchof England. 

I boldly profeſs my ſelf a Nonjuror, and if I ſuf- 
fer for it, I have this to Comfort me, that ! ſuffer 
not as an evil Doer, but for ſtanding by the Rights 
of the Church. What ! Are Clergymen become Te- 
nants at Will ? Do their Titles to their Offices and 
Benefices hang upon the Breath of any Prince? Or 
do Parliaments, the Guardians of our Liberties and 
Properties, challenge a Power to turn a Man out of 
his Legal Rights, without telling him for what ? 
ABritiſh Parliament knows no ſuch Doctrine; if they 
did, one might as well live under ſuch an Ab- 
ſolute King as Lewis the 14th of France, who never 
pretended to ſuch a Power, and if he had, his Peo- 
ple though Tame enough, would never have bore 
it. I grant, our Kings have a Right over the Clergy 
which Popiſh Princes do not pretend to; they are 
Supream in all Cauſes, aud over all Perſons Eccleſiaſtick; 
but then they are Supream in Civils roo. Does any 
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Man mean, that by the King's Supremacy in Civils 
he can at Pleaſure turn a Man out of his Eſtate, or - 
any other of his Legal Rights ? No, it muſt be for - 
a Crime, and by the proper Officers too; and fo in 


| Eccleſiaſticks; if indeed a Clergyman will bid a De- 


fiance to the State under which he lives, and refuſes 
ſuch reaſonable Terms as the Government requires 
for its Security, the Civil Power may ſet him aſide, 
and nothing leſs can be meant by the King's Supre- 
macy. As for thoſe Divines who took the Oath of 
Supremacy as well as I did, and yet would have it 


go for nothing, 1 have no more to do with them, 


than to clear my ſelf, and nine in ten of my Suffer- 
ing Brethren in Scotland, from being of their Num- 
her, they do not puſh the bad Uſage they have re- 
ceived from the State ſo far, as to diſtract the 
Church; if any make a Doubt of this, I have by 
me Authentick Documents to vouch it. 5 
When all theſe Things are laid together and conſi- 
der'd without Prejudice ; I hope it will be found, I 
have in ſome Meaſure accounted for the Scruples the 
Scots Clergy have about the Oaths, and have laid 
them upon a very inoffenſive Bottom, I mean their 
being turned out of their Offices and Livings in the 


foreſaid Manner, and tho' the Clergy who are 


now in the quiet Poſſeſſion of both, I ſay, tho' 


the Clergy now in Poſſeſſion may have other Views, 
yet ſure J am, if ever they come to be turned out 


as I am, they'll joyn with me, and own I have built 
upon a very ſolid Foundation; and I ſhall always 
think this a good Plea, till the Government do ſome- 
thing for them, and thereby make them inexcuſable. 
How hard were it to turn the Officers of an Army 
out of all Commiſſion, and then demand or expect 
from them that they would take the Field, ſwear to 
their Colours, go on and Fight yout Battles hearti- 
ly, without either Pay or Place. I am afraid the 
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Numbers would not be many, und tho? they were 
few Governments would truſt their Security to an 
Army made up of ſuch Recruits ; tho? the Men 
might be honeſt, yet the Government would have 
"Cauſe to diſtruſt them from the bad Uſage they had 


met with, and I dare ſay, that the Jealouſie enter- 


tain'd of the Epiſcopal Ciergy in Scotland, takes its 
Rife from no Source ſo much, as from the Hardſhips 
that have been put upon them. | 

What I have ſaid, will ſerve to anſwer a Queſtion 
which is frequently put, even by thoſe of the Eng- 
liſh Clergy, who ſeem to have moſt at Hears the 
Sufferings of their Brethren in Scotland. The Que- 
ſtion is, Why the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, were 
not as ready to come into all the Terms of the Civil 
Government, as the Engliſh Clergy. The beſt An- 
ſwer to this, is to ſtate the Difference fairly how 
both were circumſtantiated, at and ſince the Revo- 
lution; for granting that the Civil Conſtitution of 


both Nations had been the ſame, which I find many 


Learned Men do deny, yet the Engliſh Clergy were 
not put under the ſame Oaths and other Tyes, to 
maintain and ſupport their former Conſtitution, as 
the Scots were, and therefore at more Freedom to 
Chime in with any Changes that might fall out. But 
24, the Engliſh Convention proceeded wiſely, upon 


the Head of Abdication, they found the Throne 


vacant, and only filled it; whereas the Scots Con- 
vention proceeded upon the Head of Forfeiture and 
a Depoſing Power, a Doctrine which was reprobated 
not only by our Laws as they ſtood at that Time, 
but by the Sanction of a ſolemn Oath taken by all the 
Clergy. 34, The Engliſh Convention preſerved 
the Ancient and Apoſtolick Order of the Church, 
whereas the Scots voted it a Grievance. - 4th, The 


Engliſh Parliament was ſo tender of the Clergy, that 


they allow'd them a Year to comply with the Terms 
the Law requir'd of them, but the Scots got not more 
than 
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than 24 Hours, ſome not ſo much, and ſome got 
no Terms at all. 5th, Every Clergyman in Eng- 
land, might continue in the peaceable Exerciſe of 
his Miniſtry if he conform'd to the Law, but near 
one half of the Scots Clergy were turn'd out in an 
Arbitrary Manner, aud got not ſo much as the Be- 
nefit of thoſe hard Conditions that. were offer'd to 
the Reſt, and muſt be perform'd in the Space of 24 
Hours. 6th, Every Clergman in England might 
continue in his Office aud Living if he conform'd to 
the Civil Government, but a Scors Clergy-man muſt 
break in upon his Oath of Canonical Obedience, he 
mult give up with the Zord's-Prayer and the Gloria 
Patri, &c. and take up with I know not what. 

I hope by this Time, I have convinc'd my Rea- 
der of the unprecedented Hardſhips put upon the 
Scots Clergy by the Presbyterians; and that their 
Conduct with Reſpect to the Oaths, ought not to be 
made uſe of as an Objection againſt them; but what 
of all this, ſay the Engliſh Clergy ? What would 
you have us do for them? Ianſwer, no great mat- 
ter; all I plead for is, that you would uſe your en- 
deavour to procure for them the ſame Favours that 
were granted to the Presbyterians in Scotland, while 
Epiſcopacy was the Eſtabliſh'd Government of the 
Church, and ere, 

1ſt, A Toleration without any Clogs; they were 
not ſubjected to the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, nor were 
any Oaths required of them. 24, Every one of 
them who was not in Poſſeſſion of a Living, had 500 
Marks Scots allow'd him for his Maintenance. What- 
ever the Engliſh Clergy may do with Reſpect to the 
Firſt, I ſee nothing can excuſe their Neglect of the 
other, eſpecially when they have fo proper a Fund 
for it as the Biſhop's Rents, moſt of which have in 
the late Reigns been granted to ſuch Purpoſes, as 
were no way ſerviceable to the Ends of Government, 
nor to the true Intereſt of the Nation ; the a 

0 
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of which, and the applying oſ them to the Relief 
of ſo many Indigent Churchmen, could not miſs of 
turning both to the Honour and Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment. | 

I muſt ſtil] think, that I ſhall have in this matter 
the Conſent of ſuch of our Presbyterian Brethren, 
who have either common Senſe or good Nature, 
when they conſider how dangerous a Precedent it is, 


to have a whole Order of Clergymen turn'd out of 


their Livings Arbitrarily, and no Proviſion made 
for their Subſiſtence: Pray Gentlemen remember, 
what is their Caſe to Day, may ſome time or other 
be yours; and if ever that happen, you'll fall unpity'd 
and find no Mercy becauſe you have ſhewn none, 
and have the diſhonour to have introduc'd the moſt 
deſtructive Precedent to Clergy-men, that ever was 
heard of in the Church of God. What a Diſcourage- 
ment is this to go into Holy Orders? and you your 
ſelfs are the firſt who have found the miſchievous Ef- 
fects of it, no Man of Spirit or Parts will enter 
among yon, no Gentleman of an Eſtate, who can 


_ diſpoſe of his Son otherways, will allow him to go 


into your Orders, becauſe he knows not how ſoon 
he may return and be a Burthen to his Family; Alas, 
it was not. ſo in former times, a Church Living 
was look'd upon as a ſure Poſt, and not unworthy 
of any Man of Spirit whatever was his Birth. 

But whatever the Presbyterians may do, I am per- 
ſuaded the Clergy of the Church of England will 
give their Intereſt in this Matter, when I come to 
lay before them, that the late and preſent Suffer- 
ings of the Scots Clergy, were not founded ſo much 
upon the Account of their Diſaffection to the Civil 
Government, as is falſely given out by their Ene- 
mies, and too eaſily believed by their Friends in Eng- 
land, but for their ſteady Adherence to Epiſcopacy 
and their Affection to the Liturgy of the Church of 


England; of which I can give a very ſolemn Inſtance 


which 


* 


C351 
which happen'd ſince the Treaty of Union, by which 
they hop'd to be more immediately under the Pro- 
tection of the Church of England, and live more 
caſie than they had done in a ſeparate State. The 
Inhabitants of Old Aberdeen being deſirous to Wor- 
ſhip God according to the Form of the Church of 
England, calPd for that End an Epiſcopal Miniſter, 
who had given early Proofs of his Affection to the 
Civil Government, and had taken all the Oaths the 
Law requires ; and the better. to ſecure themſelves, 
ſent upa Loyal Addreſs to the Queen, craving her 
Protection in the peaceable Exerciſe of their Reli- 
gion, which her Majeſty was graciouſly pleas'd to 
aſſure them of: But a great Man then at Court, to 
ſhew his Zeal againſt the ſpreading Evil of the Engliſh 
Service, wrote to Sir David Dalrymple, at that time 
her Majeſty's Advocate in Scotlaud, to ſuppreſs their 
Meeting-Houſe; and accordingly, an Order was ſent 
by the ſaid Advocate to ſuppreſs it: And having gi- 
ven an Account of his Diligence tothe Miniſter from 
whom he received his Orders, had in return a yery 
obliging Letter, the Tenor whereof follows. 

I have laid before the Queen, the Orders you have gi- 


ven for ſhutting up the Epi 505 Meeting-Houſe at Aber- 


deen, with which her Majeſty is well pleas d, and Orders 
me to tell you, that you cannot do her more acceptable Ser- 
vice, than to diſcourq;e all ſuch Innovations every wher e. 


This hard Uſage made theſe Citizens ſend up the 
following Addreſs. e 
T E your Majeſty's moſt Loyal and Dutiful 

Subjects, beg leave humbly to lay before 
Your Majeſty, that notwithſtanding of the repeated 
Aſſurances we have got of Your Majeſty's Protecti- 
on in the Exerciſe of our Religion; yet to our great 
Surprize, an Order is lately come from Your Maje- 
ſty's Advocate, to*ſhut yp our Chapel; for no other 
Reaſon, whatever may be pretended, but becauſe 
8 - we 
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we make uſe of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England. | LY „ 

We never doubted that ſeeing we could not in 
Conſcience joyn with the Church, which by the Trea- 
ty of Union is eſtabliſh'd in Scotland, it would give 
leaſt Offence to uſe that Form of Worſhip Eſtabliſh'd 
in Englænd. But we find it far otherwiſe, for tho' 
the French Liturgy is publickly read, the Quakers have 
their ſolemn Meetirg-Houſes, and all Sectaries are 
undiſturb'd in their Way through this and Your 
other Dominions, yet no ſooner does any own him- 
ſelf a Son of the Church of England, but forthwith 
the Cry is raiſed againſt him, and he is charged 
with the moſt horrid Innovation that ever crept into 
the Church of God. 5 5 

May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty, to put a 
Top to ſuck hard Proceedings againſt us, and ſeeing 
our Miniſter is fully qualified in the Terms of Law, 
prays expreſly for Your Sacred Perſon, and keeps 
all the Faſts and Thankſgivingsas they are -appoin- 
ted, that Your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleas'd to 
make us Eaſy and Sharers of theſe extenſive Bleſſings 
that adorn your moſt happy Reign. | 
I could by a hundred Inſtances of this Nature, 
convince the Sons of the Church of England, that 
the Proſecutions of the Scots Clergy were chiefly 
owing to their Zeal for Epiſcopacy ; from which 1 
ſubjoin, that it is the Intereſt of all thoſe who are 
pin fe to ſupport thoſe who dare ſuffer in ſuch 
a Caule. „ | 7 


I think I need not put the Clergy of the Church 


of England in mind, that the Safety of their Church 
does in a great Meaſure depend upon the Support 
and Protection of the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, 
that thereby they may keep up a Balance upon the 
Presbyterians, who ſtill think themſelves oblig'd by 
their Covenant to Reform Englend, as they did once 
HS „ before; 
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before; if the Church be a Society, as undoubtedly 
it is, then certainly the Governors of it, ought to 
rake Care of its Safety, and eſpecially keepa watchful 
Eye upon thoſe, who in former Days have not only 
diſturb'd its Peace, but deſtroy'd it; nor can any 
Method be fallen upon ſo proper and effectual for this 
End, as the Support of the Epiſcopal Clergy in 
thoſe Parts, who wili give them ſuch Workat home, 
as that they'll not have Leiſure to March again over 
the Tweed, to diſturb their Neighbours ; that City 
would be Infatuated, which would negle& an Our- 
work of ſuch Moment, while it has ſo many Trea- 
cherous Enemies within it, ready to open the Gates 
and join the Enemy. | 

We ſee what Care others take of ſuch as are of 
their Communion. No ſooner was Presbytery eſta- 
bliſh'd in Scotland, but they took care of their Bre- 
thren in Ireland, and recommended them fo effectually 
to the Government, that ever ſince they have had 
1 2001. per Annum. the French Refugees ſome Thou- 
ſands, and the Diſſenters in England have got an ho- 


nourable Allowance, to make up all the Damages 


they ſuffer d by the Mob, while in the mean time, 
the Scors Clergy who are of the Communion of the 
Church of England lye neglected, one would think 
that this muſt proceed either from want of arereſt, 
or Zeul, or Courage in the Sons of the Church, but ! 
hope they will lay hold on the preſent opportunity, 
to diſcover that they want neither, and that thofe 
who dare ſuffer for the Principles of the Church of 

England ſhall never want Her Protection. 
. The preſent Diſtreſs of the Scots Clergy calls 
loudly for Relief ; ſuch of them who live in the 
South of Scotland are driven to their hiding Places, 
and dare not ſhew their Heads, for a Treſpaſs com- 
mon to them with' many Presbyterians, neither of 
them having taken the Oaths; but the one is a Pres- 
byterian, and he is ſafe, though more inexcuſable, = 
TS „ cauſe 
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cauſe he is protected in his Office and Living, the 
other 1s Epiſcopal and he is undone, and proſecuted ? 
with the utmoſt Rigour; whatever may be preten- 
ded, no other good Reaſon can be given for this 
1 Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſnments. 
As for the Clergy in the Northern Parts it is yet 
harder upon them, they were in the Poſſeſſion of 
Church Livlugs, they were qualify'd in the Terms 
of Law, they gave Proofs of their Aﬀection to the 
preſent Goverament, by Praying for it, and ſend- 
ing up their dutiful Addreſſes, and yet they are 
turned out of all, for ſome ſeeming Complyance, 
which their Safety and common Prudence call'd for, 
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while they were under a Military Power. 


But a full Account of this, with the Strange Pro- 
ceedings againſt the Univerſities being to be pub- 
liſn'd; all I ſhall take Notice. of at this Time, is, 
that the Kirk Judicatories have taker upon them to 
Judge in Cafes Criminal, and have gone very round- 
ly to work, they have forfeited ſome apon the Te- 
ſtimony of a ſingle Witneſs, as Mr. Gordon at 
Reyne ſome upon Ianuendo's, as Mr. Feffreys at Al- 
ford, and Mr. Robertſon at Longſyde ;, and others for 
declining them as competent Judges in ſuch Caſes, 
and who would not do that? However unwarrant- 
able ſuch Proceedings were, yet they were readily 
put in Execution, you might ſeea Presbyterian Par- 


{fon at the Head of a Body of Dragoons, marching. 
and counter-marching on a Sunday Morning, and dri- 
ying before him an Epiſcopal Miniſter with his Con- 


egation, and after a clear Rout, take Poſſeſſion of 


the Church in a peaceable Manner, accordin 3 


former Precedents in like Caſes; by ſuch means 


mant Congregations are laid waſte, the Children 
die unbaptiz'd, a 

Church, and the Comfort of their Spiritual Guides, 
may the God of Heaven comfort, and relieve them- 


the Sick want the Prayers of the 
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 . POSTSCRIPT. 
| $ 7 AM far from pretending that! have auſtea 


weighty Realons that move the Scots Clergy, to ſtand 
our, and thereby expoſe themſelves to the meaneſt 


condition of humane Life. I have eenfined my ſelf 


- wholy to one Point, to wit, the hardſhips put upon 
them at and fince the Revolution; and I ſhall always 


think this a ſufficient Vindication till I be better In- 


formed, which I am always, willing to be. 
All I think fit to add, is, that whoever will take 
to much time as to compare the Principles they pro- 


{Monarchy under which they lived, and the Sacred 


Oathsthey were put under to maintain, and ſupport it, 
I fay, whoſoever will compare theſe with the Be- 


Ha viour of the far greater part of them, ever ſince, 
cannot but look upon them as Men of tender Conſci- 

ences, and that neither Poverty, nor Want, nor an 
other hardſhip, can lead them aſide from what they 
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the Subject I have been upon, or taken in all the 
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